We’re excited that you have chosen to come and discover more about
Christ’s Church of the Valley (CCV) and we hope that our time together
will be informational and fun. This class is a basic introduction to our
church family, during which we will cover our beliefs and practices, our
purpose, our salvation, and our structure. Since we have people join us
from many different backgrounds and church persuasions, this class is
designed to clearly explain the ministry of CCV and lay the foundation for
you to become an active member of CCV.
What Makes CCV a Family?
Four Things Unite Us:
1. Our Beliefs (What we believe as a church)
2. Our Strategy (Why we exist / how we fulfill our purpose)
3. Our Salvation (What God has done for us)
4. Our Structure (When and where we fulfill our purpose)
Class Outline
Session One: Our Beliefs About
God
Jesus Christ
Holy Spirit
The Bible
The Church
The Lord’s Supper
Baptism
Session Two: Our Strategy
Why do we exist as a church?
Who are we trying to reach?
How do we intend to reach them?
Session Three: Our Salvation
God has a plan
Man caused a problem
God made a provision
You must personally receive God’s payment
Session Four: Our Structure
The Biblical nature of the Church
The CCV structure
What is expected of me as a member of CCV
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Session One:
Our Beliefs
(What We Believe As A Church)
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as
you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you
gave me, that they may be one as we are one; I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:20-24
(Jesus, praying for all believers)
Jesus prayed for unity.
“May they be brought to complete unity (so that) the world (will) know
that You sent me.” John 17:23a
1. In essentials we practice unity.
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one
hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” Eph. 4:3-6
2. In nonessentials liberty.
3. In all things love.
“By this all men know that you are my disciples. If you love one another.”
John 13:35
What We Believe
1. We believe that there is one God, the creator and sustainer of the universe, and he has eternally existed.
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1
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God is:
One
Omnipotent (all powerful)
Omniscient (all knowing)
Love
Sovereign
Holy
Our creator

Deuteronomy 6:4
Luke 1:37
Romans 11:33
1 John 4:16
Isaiah 25:8
Isaiah 29:23
Genesis 1:26-27

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and
earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And He is not served by
human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men
life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of
men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times
set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so
that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,
though he is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and
have our being.’” Acts 17:24-28a
2. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah – our
Lord and Savior. He is coequal with God.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:1&14
•

He was born of a virgin and lived a sinless life.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who was tempted in every way just as we are
– yet was without sin.” Hebrews 4:15
•

He died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead for our
salvation.

“…with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He
was chosen before the creation of the world but, was revealed in these last
times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from
the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.”
1 Peter 1:19-21
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•

He is at the right hand of God and will return one day as our victorious Lord.

“I pray you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of his power
for us who believe in him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ
from the dead and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in
the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 1:19-20
“Jesus has been taken away from you into heaven. And someday just as you
saw Him go, He will re-turn!” Acts 1:11
•

He came to save the entire world.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone
who believes on Him will not perish but have eternal life. God did not send
His son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through
Him.” John 3:16-17
3. We believe that the Holy Spirit is coequal with the Father and Son.
The Holy Spirit:
Teaches us
Guides us
Empowers us to be witnesses
Lives within us
Convicts us of truth
Received in Baptism

John 14:26
John 16:13
Acts 1:8
Romans 8:11
1 Corinthians 2:10
Acts 2:38, Matt. 3:16

“He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our
Savior.” Titus 3:5-6
4. We believe that the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, without
error, given to us so that we may know and understand the truth of God
and His love for us.
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
Matthew 7:24
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“Heaven and earth will pass away but My words will NEVER pass away.”
Luke 21:33
“For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21
•

It is the authoritative rule of our faith, and what we practice as
Christians and the Church

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man (or woman) of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16

5. We believe that the Church is a community of men and women, free
under Christ, following His orders when given and otherwise governing
their own affairs.
•

The church is the body of Christ. It is a living body and Jesus
Christ is supreme.

“And He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.” Colossians 1:18
•

The church is made up of God’s family.

“You are citizens along with all God’s holy people. You are members of
God’s family. We are his house…and the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We who believe are carefully joined together, becoming a holy temple for the Lord…joined together as part of this dwelling where God lives
in his Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19-22

6. We believe the Lord’s Supper or communion is an ordinance initiated by Jesus to serve as a reminder of one’s identification with His
death, burial, and resurrection.
(Matthew 26:26-28)
•

Following the example of the believers in Acts, we observe the
Lord’s Supper every week.
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42
“On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul
spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept
on talking until midnight.” Acts 20:7
•

We consider it a memorial and an expression of fellowship with the
Lord and with one another.

•

The Lord’s Supper is not limited to our members, but is open to all
who belong to Christ.

7. We believe that Christian baptism is the total immersion in water of
a believer who has repented of sin and confessed Jesus as Lord and
Savior.
“So you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who
have been united with Christ in baptism have been made like Him.”
Galatians 3:26-27
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, unless a man is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” John 3:5
“

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have
been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united
with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin.” — Romans 6:3-6
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Session Two:
(Why We Exist/ How We Fulfill Our Purpose)
Our Strategy
“I (Paul) have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I
might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel.”
1 Corinthians 9:22-23
Successful congregations vary in methods and programs. Some attribute
their growth to Biblical preaching. Others say they grow because of their
small groups. And some will point to their contemporary worship service
as the reason they are growing.
But all successful congregations have two things in common:
1. A clear sense of purpose;
2. A strategy for accomplishing their purpose
In other words, they have correctly answered two basic questions:
1. Why do we exist?
2. How are we going to do it?
All activities of the church have meaning only as they are contributing to
the fulfillment of our purpose and are in harmony with the strategy we
have chosen to use. Our purpose and strategy become the rationale for
everything we do.
Why Do We Exist As a Church?
1. To win people to Christ.
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
“And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us.” 2 Corinthians 5:19
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2. To train believers to become disciples.
“…and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:20
“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s
people for the works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up.” Ephesians 4:11-12
3. To send disciples to impact the world.
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” John 20:21
“Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.”
Acts 8:4
•

Because God loves people

“The Lord…is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but wants everyone
to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9
•

Because God commands us to reach out.

“Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that
my house will be full. “ Luke 14:23

Who Are We Trying to Reach?
(Those who have never heard the gospel message.)

“The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off —for
all whom the Lord our God will call.” Acts 2:39
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How Do We Reach Them (discipleship)

Commitment to excellence
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
Colossians 3:17
Heart for evangelism
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” Luke 19:10
Relationships
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39
Servants attitude
“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28
Working together
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.” Phil 2:4
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Five Stages of Commitment
(People Growing Up In Christ)

CCV’s objective is to keep moving people towards being a more mature Christian, by encouraging personal spiritual commitments that are
in line with our purpose.
Membership is a commitment to Christ and CCV family.
“You are members of God’s very own family, and you belong in God’s
household with every other Christian.” Ephesians 2:19
•

Maturity is a commitment to personal and spiritual growth.
“Continue to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18
•

Ministry is a commitment to discovering and using my spiritual
gifts and abilities in serving God and others.
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 1 Corinthians 12:7
•

(Why Do We Have These Goals?
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We become what we are committed to.)

Session Three:
Our Salvation
(What God has done for us)
1. Gods’ Plan:
“God has set eternity in the hearts of men.” Ecclesiastes 3:11
2. Man Caused A Problem:
“There is a way that seems right to man, but in the end it leads to death”
Proverbs 14:12

The Bible says: “The soul who sins will surely die.”

And “The wages of sin is death.”

Do you know what the word “death” means in the Bible? It means
“separation.”
“Your sins have cut you off from God.” Isaiah 59:2

3. GOD Made A Provision:

•

God ordained that blood would be His divine path of atonement.

“For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to
make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes
atonement for one’s life.”
Leviticus 17:11

“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin.”
Hebrews 9:22
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It all began in the Garden when Adam and Eve had clothed themselves with animal skins.

•

BLOOD HAD TO BE shed.

On Mt. Moriah, Abraham raised the knife to kill his own son, but a
ram was provided instead.
Then came the Passover. A lamb was to be chosen – a perfect, blemish-free lamb – and its blood was to be painted on the doorframe of
every Jewish family that would be saved.

•

IT HAD TO BE A PERFECT sacrifice.

Then the law was given and we learned the procedure for the shedding of BLOOD.
Animal Sacrifice:
“Bring as his offering a male animal without defect.” Leviticus 4:23
Looking Toward A Perfect Sacrifice:
“He was pierced for our transgressions, (and) crushed for our iniquities.”
Isaiah 59:5a
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray each of us had turned to his own
way; and the Lord has laid On Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all.”
Isaiah 53:6
His blood would provide permanent forgiveness. And no more sacrifices would be required.
“John the Baptist saw Jesus, and immediately thought of Isaiah And he
cried, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’”
John 1:29
“Jesus was handed over by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge.”
Acts 2:23
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“It was the Lord’s will to crush Him.” Isaiah 53:10
And because Jesus died –
“there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.”

Hebrews 10:18

No more lambs are required.
No more blood needs to be shed.
All that will ever be needed is already fully supplied.

“He bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”
1 Peter 2:24
Now…it’s not enough to just know this…
IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO JUST Believe ALL THIS –
YOU HAVE TO Do SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. “
James 2:17-18
4. You Must Personally Receive God’s Payment:
How do you do that?
The Bible says that salvation is all about having faith.
You could never do enough to earn salvation.
Neither could you ever be good enough to deserve salvation.
Salvation is a gift from God.
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
It is by grace that you are saved.
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“To all who receive Him, to those who believe in His name, He gives the
right to become the children of God.” John 1:12
“Everyone who believes…will have eternal life.” John 3:15
Faith involves three key ingredients:
• Believing the truth about Jesus Christ. John 3:18
• Accepting Him as personal Savior. John 4:42
• Obeying Him as Lord. Hebrews 5:9
Belief in Jesus involves three simple steps.
First, in faith you repent.
The word means “to have another mind.”
“Turn from your sins and turn to God, so you can be cleansed.”
Acts 3:19
Second, in a faith you confess.
“If you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9
“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him
before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I
will disown him before my Father in heaven.” Matthew 10:32-33
Third, in faith you are baptized . (Immersed)
“Make disciples of nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:18-19
•

To be Forgiven of Sin and to receive the Holy Spirit.

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit’” Acts 2:38
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•

To be united with Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:26-28

•

To Receive new life.

“For we died and were buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:4
•

To Obey Christ.

Matthew 28:18-19

Practical Considerations
1. Who should be baptized? (Every person who has repented of sin
and confessed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.)
•

•

•

•

At CCV, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the meaning of repentance and confession before we baptize them.
Some churches practice infant baptism by sprinkling. The ceremony
is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their child in the faith
until the child is old enough to make his own personal decision. At
that time the child is confirmed. This custom began several hundred years after the Bible was completed.
At the heart of the issue of salvation is the subject of sin. The doctrine of original sin as believed by the Roman Catholic Church varies from most Protestant churches. We speak of reaching “the age
of accountability” as being a determining factor. What do we mean
by “age of accountability?” It is the age when a child is able to consciously rebel against or accept God. They recognize the need for
Jesus Christ in their lives. That’s when a person needs salvation
and forgiveness. Baptism is for the believer who recognizes that he
has offended God and wants to make peace through faith in Jesus
Christ.
At CCV, it is a membership requirement that every member must
have been baptized by immersion, even though they might have
been “sprinkled” as an infant and “confirmed” as a child.
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2. When should I be baptized?
As soon as you believe and repent, you should make plans for
baptism.
3. Can my family be baptized together?
Yes! If each family member understands fully the meaning of
baptism, and each one has believed and repented, we encourage
families to be baptized at the same time. It is a wonderful
expression of commitment.
4. What about younger children who haven’t been to this class?
Young children who wish to be baptized are asked to meet with our
Pastor.
5. What should I wear when I am baptized?
Wear a swimsuit. It my be appropriate to wear and blouse or shirt
and shorts over the swimsuit according to you wishes. Bring a
change of clothes, and a plastic bag for your wet clothes.
6. Will I have to say anything?
You will be asked to make a confession of your faith by stating that
you believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the Living God and
except Him as your Personal Savior.”
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Session Four:
Our Structure
(When and where we fulfill our purpose)
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it. Matthew 16:13-18
“For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace…everything should be
done in a fitting and orderly way.” 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40
“What is the church?” The church means different things to different
people: an organized religion (corporate structure); a religious building (sanctuary); social club (institution); people with common beliefs
(denominations).
The term “church” comes from a word that means “assembly” or
“called out ones”. It wasn’t until the fourth century that the word
come to refer as a building.
The structure of a church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even denominational tradition. The NATURE of the
church should determine its structure.
1. The Biblical Nature of the Church
One of the best ways to understand the nature of the church is to
study illustrations of it used in the Bible.
There is one main truth that permeates these illustrations and it is
that Jesus is the center of them all.
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There are seven pictures of the church in the New Testament.
The Church is a body.
“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many
form one body and each member belongs to all the others. We each
have different gifts according to the grace given us.” Romans 12:4-6
•

We are a Body – not a business! Therefore we function on the
basis of spiritual gifts and spiritual leadership.

•

At CCV, we have a simple structure so we can maximize ministry.

The Church is a Family.
“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic,
love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. “ 1 Peter 3:8
•

So we operate on the basis of relationships not rules.

•

As a family, we “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
those who weep.” Romans 12:15

The Church is a fellowship.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer…all the believers
were together and had everything in common.” Acts 2:42, 44
•

A top priority in a fellowship is harmony and unity.

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace.” Ephesians 4:3
“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification.” Romans 12:19
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Summary of Illustrations
(seven pictures)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Church
Body
Branches
Bride
Building
Family
Fellowship
Flock

Christ
Head
Vine
Bridegroom
Foundation
Leader
Catalyst
Shepherd

Main Truth
Interdependence
Dependency
Love
Support
Authority
Sharing
Provision

The church is a group of people who have been called out of this world
and brought into a relationship with Jesus Christ, having His life, which
causes them to work together to accomplish His purpose.
2.The CCV Structure
The Head of the Church – Jesus Christ.
“And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head
over everything for the church.” Ephesians 1:22
•
•

The church is a theocracy, not a democracy.
The leadership given to Elders and Pastors is one of responsibility
to carry out the commands of Christ
The Leaders of the Church

•

The elders are the most commonly mentioned congregational
leaders in the New Testament. The terms elder, bishop, overseer,
and shepherd are used interchangeably.

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. ‘Guard yourselves and
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God’…” Acts 20:17:28
The role of the leader is functional rather than positional. The elder is a
servant leader rather than filling a position.
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•

Specific functions include:
Being built up by the Word (Acts 20:32)
Shepherd the church (Acts 20:28)
Watch out for perverted leaders (Acts 20:29, 31)
Preaching, teaching, and equipping (Ephesians 4:12)
Ministering to the sick (James 5:14)
Serve as examples (1 Peter 5:3)
Refute those who contradict Christ (Titus 1:9-11)
Exercise discipline (1 Timothy 3:5)

Other leaders include the deacon. The word means “servant” or
“minister.”
•
•

They appear to have been appointed for a particular time, for a
particular service (Acts 6:1-6)
Their roles place a heavy emphasis upon meeting physical needs
(although it was not restricted to that).
The Members of the Church

•

The church consists of those who have committed themselves to
Jesus as Lord, trusted Him as Savior and have expressed this
commitment in repentance, confession, and baptism.

•

Member’s responsibility to Christ and the Church.
Follow (John 12:26)
Submission (Hebrews 13:17)
Respect (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)
Receive no accusations (1 Timothy 5:19)

•

Leaders responsibility to members.
Equip and train (Ephesians 4:12)
Shepherd the flock (Acts 20:27-28)
Be an example (1 Peter 5:3)
Oversee needs (1 Peter 5:3)
CCV is a non-denominational Church.

CCV is completely independent and autonomous. There is no denominational control or hierarchy, as there are in denominations. We are selfgoverned and determine our own affairs.
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For example:

CCV
CCV
CCV
CCV

chooses its own Pastor
chooses its own facilities
chooses its own programs
determines its own budget

3. What is Expected of Me as a Member?
(Things God expects of us as members of His Church)
I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH
By acting in love toward other members
By refusing to gossip
By following the leaders
“

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit
of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,” Romans 15:5

I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH
By praying for its growth
By inviting the unchurched to attend
By warmly welcoming those who visit
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring
praise to God.” Romans 15:7
I WILL SERVE THE MINSTRY OF MY CHURCH
By discovering my gifts and talents
By being equipped to serve Christ and others.
By developing a servant’s heart
“Each one should use whatever spiritual gift he has received to serve
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10
I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH
By attending faithfully
By living a godly life
By giving regularly
“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together…but let us encourage
one another…making sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel
of Christ... Each one of you, on the first day of the week, should set
aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned
and use it for the offering.” Hebrews 10:25; Philippians 1:27;
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